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NCRA Members and Friends:

On behalf of the North Carolina Rehabilitation Association, we invite you to join us at the Sheraton Chapel Hill for the 54th Annual NCRA Training Conference to be held October 6-9, 2009.  This year’s program is titled “Partnerships and Practices: The Ultimate Stimulus Plan for $uccess”.  
We have increased the number of CRC credit hours offered to 12, including 4.25 hours for ethics credits.  CEU’s may also be available at an additional cost.  We are offering four training tracks: Job Development/Placement, Partnership, Special Populations, and Wellness for the Professional.   Some of the featured speakers include Dr. Vilia Tarvydas, President of the American Association State Counseling Board and sitting member of the CRCC Ethics Committee, Ollegario Cantos VII, Esquire, U. S. Dept. of Justice, Dr. Simon Whittaker, Whittaker Institute for Success and Enrichment, and Debbie Haizlip, Director of Deaf and Hard of Hearing Services for Preferred Alternatives.  We also have professors from Rehabilitation Training Programs from across the state who will be presenting.   
In addition to the wonderful speakers and training sessions we have lined up, there will be plenty of opportunities for networking and socializing.  We will have many professionals within the field of rehabilitation from Vocational Rehabilitation, Division of Services for the Blind, Division of Services for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, Community Rehabilitation Programs, Universities, as well as up and coming Rehabilitation students who will be joining our ranks upon graduation!  

Activities will include: a WII tournament on Tuesday night with prizes available for the highest score, the Chapter Social on Wednesday with karaoke opportunities and fun for all, and the President’s Reception and Dance featuring a well-known NCRA favorite, the FANTASY BAND!   
The Consumer Rights Project this year is to assist the Carolina Living and Learning Center in Pittsboro.   They are an Intermediate Care Facility, on 78 acres, with 15 full time residents.  They receive funding from Medicaid and UNC TEACCH.  Due to recent budget cuts, they have lost funding monies as well as three staff members.   They have grounds work that needs to be done, especially on a walking trail around the pond.  They are requesting donations of items needed for crafts and new or gently used garden tools needed to tend the gardens and flower beds.  

We are excited that DVR Director, Linda S. Harrington, continues to support this training event by approving for supervisors to grant a change of duty station for VR employees to attend the training conference.   We are hopeful that other agency directors will be able to approve this type of support as well.  
Please visit the NCRA website at www.ncrehab.org for more information about the organization, how to become a member, and, of course, for information about the training conference.  We look forward to your participation as we continue to build PARTNERSHIPS with our fellow professionals and with the greater community at large.  When we all work together, we all succeed together!   Come join us!!
Respectfully,
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