Information about the Area
Chapel Hill


In Chapel Hill, you can enjoy all of the amenities and activities that revolve around the University of North Carolina.  The UNC campus is one of the most beautifully landscaped in the country, based on the charm of its mighty oaks, majestic quadrangles, stone fences, brick sidewalks and other landscaping unique to its character. Somehow, we all feel smarter, younger and more energetic around college students. And, let’s be candid, college students also know how to have a good time! (Which might explain why so many people retire to our area.) It is home to the Tar Heels, UNC Men’s Basketball program, which has won the  NCAA Men’s Division Basketball Tournament 5 times, the latest one just this year, 2009.

Stone walls are a trademark of Chapel Hill. In 1838, inspired by their use in his native Connecticut, University President David Lowry Swain and science professor Elisha Mitchell started building them on campus to replace the rail fences. The effect was so tasteful and the supply of rock so plentiful that soon villagers began building their own.


Early NASA astronauts studied celestial navigation at the constantly expanding Morehead Planetarium & Science Center, where star shows are shown regularly. For a delightful garden stroll, walk through the rose garden at the planetarium or behind it to the Coker Arboretum with its wisteria-laden pergola, established in 1903. Several miles away is the North Carolina Botanical Garden, the largest natural garden of its kind in the Southeast. Back on campus, visit the North Carolina Collection Gallery, the largest library in the country devoted to a single state or take in a PlayMakers Repertory Company production, North Carolina's premier not-for-profit professional theatre company


Sports Illustrated has said that Chapel Hill is the best college town in America, and Franklin Street (named after Benjamin Franklin) is one of the reasons why. Day and night, it's a bustling thoroughfare of students, faculty members, residents, retirees, visitors and others who have celebrated its charm in five centuries. With diverse businesses downtown, "Franklin Street" is the heart of town, where the famous have walked, the students, residents, and visitors have shopped for the necessities and luxuries of life, and the many have celebrated great sports victories and community events.  

Carrboro


The history of Carrboro began in 1882, when a spur from the Durham-Greensboro Southern Railway line was extended first to iron mines north of Chapel Hill, then to Carrboro to serve the University. As a result, Carrboro quickly established its own personality as a successful textile center. One of those cotton mills was transformed into Carr Mill Mall, where today locally owned restaurants and shops can be found in its massive brick walls with thick wooden floors and arched windows.


Carrboro mixes arts and entertainment, along with an entrepreneurial spirit that enables small businesses and artists to thrive. You easily become part of the community when you attend the annual music or poetry festivals, and weekly farmers market. Weaver Street Market is a large, organic cooperative food market adjacent to the mall.  The market’s lawn is home to early spring through late summer concerts as well as other community events.  


The world famous Cat’s Cradle also calls Carrboro, an important part of the local music scene.  Carrboro is also the frequent scene of festivals of all sorts celebrating poetry, music, art, kite flying, major holidays and even the town itself.  

Hillsborough


The county seat is Hillsborough, which was laid out in 1754 where the Great Indiana Trading Path crossed the Eno River. In Colonial days, it was called “the capital of the back county,” because its mild weather attracted many prominent citizens escaping from the hot, humid weather of the coast and the cold, snowy weather of the mountains.


More than 100 late 18th century and early 19th century buildings in and around Hillsborough are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.  Hillsborough features the federal-era 1815 Ayr Mount Historic Site; the 1844 Old County Courthouse, cited by the Library of Congress as one of the finest Greek Revival structures; and the Orange County Historical Museum with the country’s only complete set of Colonial weights and measures.


Hillsborough also was the scene of many important events during the Revolutionary and Civil War periods, and home to one of the signers of the Declaration of Independence. One event-site was the momentous North Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1788, during which the delegates refused to ratify the U.S. Constitution until it included a Bill of Rights. Another was of several meetings during the Civil War by Confederate generals at the Alexander Dickson House just before they surrendered at nearby Durham Station, which officially marked the end of the war.


Hillsborough is a writers’ colony that boast many award winners, including the Pulitzer. Lee Smith, Doug Marlette, Hal Crowther, Alan Gurganus, Annie Dillard and more all call Hillsborough home.

Dining


There are nearly 300 restaurants, bars and nightclubs in Orange County.  You’ll find a long list of delicious American, diverse multi-ethnic restaurants, bars, breweries, lounges, nightclubs, pubs and (of course) sports bars. Food choices range from Asian to Yogurt, including the state's only AAA Four-Diamond Italian restaurant, plus Ethiopian, French, Moroccan, Persian, Russian and Turkish restaurants—and for budgets from college students to elegant fine dining.

Shopping


Visiting Chapel Hill and Orange County would not be complete without a few keepsakes.  Browse for antique, art, pottery, books, crafts, UNC memorabilia and the latest fashions.   You’ll find gifts galore at historic Carr Mill Mall in Carrboro, as well as shops on downtown Franklin Street, Meadowmont, University Square, Eastgate, Southern Village and more in Chapel Hill.  University Mall houses numerous stores including the popular 60,000 sq. ft. gourmet emporium, A Southern Season.   Explore historic Hillsborough’s quaint gift shops downtown and antiques galore at the Daniel Boone Village.

How to find us


Chapel Hill and Orange County are part of a metropolitan area called the Research Triangle, comprised of Raleigh, Durham and Chapel Hill. At its center is the Research Triangle Park, which was established in the mid-1960s as a 6,000-acre research, industrial and office campus. Orange County is located in the north central section of the state, about three hours from the coastal beaches and four hours from the mountains. The Places Rated Almanac published by Rand McNally ranks the climate of Chapel Hill in the top 15% of all areas in the U.S.

