Student Participation in the 2006 Governmental Affairs Conference
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According to Porter (2002), practitioners need to be aware of the political
complexities in their chosen career field/profession. Profession has been defined as
occupations that incorporate a body of expert knowledge that will allow the employees to
have an element of control over the conditions of their work (Patterson, Szymanski, &
Parker, 2005). Therefore, according to Patterson, Szymanski, & Parker, rehabilitation
counseling complies with the definition of a profession in that it is committed to
enhancing the quality of life for people with disabilities through the application of
personal and vocational counseling.

Students in the Rehabilitation Counseling Program at Winston-Salem State
University (WSSU) have had the opportunity to experience the political climate for three
years that engulfs the national arena (United States Government) in terms of
governmental laws that allow for the provision of services on behalf of people with
disabilities. The participation in the national political arena was through the National
Rehabilitation Association Governmental Affairs Summit.

Three students in the Rehabilitation Counseling Program at WSSU had the
privilege of participating in the March 2006 Summit. The students were Patricia Doty,
Osric Malone-Prioleau, and Cynthia Marsh. According to each of the students, the time
invested as students into this Summit was priceless in terms of leamning and was put into
the following direct quote:

“There is a very distinctive honor in being asked for speaking on behalf of anyone. I found this honor to be
bestowed upon me when I was asked to go to Washington D.C. to attend the National Rehabilitation
Association on Sunday March 12, 2006 by Dr. Kirby-Green. What I found there was more than what I had
ever imagined in seeing. More than two hundred of the nations leading advocates for disability rights sitting
in a conference room discussing the state and rationale behind current legislation for our consumer
population. Yet the most amazing portion of this conference was that these advocates were disabled. In this
Congressional Summit, all of the practical and textual writings of The Foundations for Rehabilitation
Counseling written by: Stanford E. Rubin and Richard T. Roessler of which Dr. Kirby-Green thoroughly
taught came to vivid life. The students from Winston Salem State University, (i.e. Ms. Patricia Doty,
Cynthia Marsh and myself) were well received with enthusiasm throughout the time in the conference.
Upon the summit opening, the host and moderator Ms. Patricia Leahy discussed the overall seriousness of
this years summit issues that we were to advocate to congressional staff and members. The issues included:

= Qualified rehabilitation professional recruitment and retention

= Supported Employment

= Projects with industry

= The Workforce Investment Act block grant consolidation amendment

= The reauthorization of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973

= The down grading of the Office of the Commissioner of the Rehabilitative Services

Administration.

Throughout this summit, all of the issues that had been introduced by Ms. Leahy were expounded upon by
prominent persons in this field. We heard from past Rehabilitation Services Commissioners, Legislative
Assistants, and state and local managers of differing rehabilitation programs. Because I was a first time
participant, I was taught how to address congressional staff, and members of the United States Congress.
This tutelage was invaluable when it came time for me to discuss vocational rehabilitation and legislation
with five different Congressional staff and Representatives.





Pg 2 [image: image2.jpg]Meeting with aids from Representatives Etheridge, Foxx and Senator Burr along with House
Representatives members W. B. Jones and David E. Price, I and other rehabilitation professionals discussed
the valuable assistance that the Federal government provided me in attending graduate school and a
consumer of Vocational Rehabilitation Services. Upon my disclosing that I was learning disabled, all were
taken aback because I did not appear disabled or fit their definition. Nevertheless because of their reaction,
I felt that I saw the true psychosocial impact that my part in advocacy made. This was an experience of a
lifetime and a life altering event.

Sincerely,
Osric Malone Prioleau

It is the responsibility of an educator to introduce pedagogical practices that make
explicit connections between specificity, knowledge, and possibilities of change demands
(Porter, 2002). It is very important that students seek to understand the political process
so that advocacy can be based upon substance that has a positive impact on behalf the
people for whom we as Rehabilitation Professionals are representing. Therefore, it has
been determined that the key to developing politically reflective practitioners
(Rehabilitation Counselors) involves allowing for the experiencing of the governmental
(state and federal) processes that contribute to the lives of people with disabilities.

Submitted by

Gloria Kirby-Green, Ph.D. CRC











